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135. [Ship Log — California Gold Rush]: BRIG MARY WILDER FROM BOSTON TO SAN 
FRANCISCO JANUARY 1849 [manuscript title]. Boston, at sea, and San Francisco. January — 
September 1849. [94] manuscript text pages, plus nine illustrations on six pages in watercolor 
and pencil of ships, one pencil illustration of a ship on another page, and an illustration of an 
island on a tipped-in leaf. Folio. Original three quarter calf and marbled boards. Boards rubbed 
and edgeworn, but tightly bound. Internally clean and near fine. In a cloth clamshell case, leather 
label. 


An incredibly detailed and strikingly illustrated log for the ship, Mary Wilder, which made the 
voyage from Boston to San Francisco in the earliest days of the California gold rush. The log 
provides a day-by-day, and often hour-by-hour, accounting of the voyage: the activities on board, 
the other ships sighted during the journey, the passage around Cape Horn, a stay in the Chilean 
port of Talcahuano, and the company’s arrival in San Francisco. 


One of the most important features of the volume is the presence of eleven illustrations, ten of 
them being watercolor and pencil renderings of ships, giving views of the Mary Wilder, two other 
gold rush vessels (the America and the Globe), and other ships and barques encountered during 
the voyage. Three of the illustrations depict the Mary Wilder sailing at full mast. The America, 
which departed New Bedford for San Francisco on April 3, carried (according to Howe) four 
companies: the Granite State Company; the New Bedford and Sacramento Company; the New 
Bedford and Fairhaven Company; and an unnamed company. The Globe, which Edward King 
records as an American ship arriving in San Francisco on Nov. 2 out of Talcahuano, is shown ina 
very large illustration, at full sail, flags fluttering. Other identified ships illustrated in the log are the 
Union, likely a vessel of the U.S. Navy, and the Water Witch. The Water Witch does not appear in 
King’s listing of ships arriving in San Francisco in 1849 and may have been sighted by the Mary 
Wilder at sea, or it may be a mistaken identification of the American schooner, Sea Witch, which 
was in San Francisco harbor in the summer of 1849 (see King, p.38). Four other ships are 
unidentified. The illustrations as a whole are large, usually taking up the entire folio sheet, and are 
quite attractive, showing details of flags, sails, and rigging. They are skillfully and artistically 
rendered. 


The Mary Wilder, captained by Moses J. Mulliken, carried the forty-nine members of the 
Massachusetts and California Mining and Trading Company and a crew of eleven. Hiram F. 
Barker of Boston was president of the company, and Asa H. Holbrook of Woonsocket, Rhode 
Island was vice-president. The log begins Saturday, Jan. 27, 1849 with the Mary Wilder in port in 
Boston being outfitted and prepared for the voyage. A page at the end of the log notes the 
provisions on board the ship at the outset of the journey, including the amounts of beef, pork, 
flour, bread, beans, peas, coffee, molasses, mackerel, raisins, cheese, and other goods. Another 
list on the verso of this page gives the amount of provisions consumed during the voyage. The 
first three daily entries describe the preparations in port, before the ship set sail on Tuesday, Jan. 
30, making it one of the earliest ships to depart from Boston carrying a gold rush mining 
company. The total duration of the voyage was 191 days. The first week out of port in Boston saw 
the Mary Wilder encountering regular, strong gales. In the early morning of Feb. 2 the ship lost 
her stern boat, which was "washed away by a heavy sea.” 


After an initial couple of weeks of rough seas, the Mary Wilder settled into a rather smooth 
passage toward Cape Horn. On the twenty-ninth day of the voyage, sailing off the northern coast 
of Brazil, the log reports "several ships in sight." A few days later, on March 10, "at 10 a.m. 
passed a barque standing to the N[orth] & eastward showing Sicilian colors." Other ships are 
reported seen on the southerly voyage toward the Cape. In late March, as the Mary Wilder 
approached the southern coast of Argentina, the weather turned, and squalls and gales are 
regularly reported. On April 4, around 2 p.m. the log records that the ship is near "Sebaldine or 
"Pason” Island, which is a part of the Falklands group. The route chosen for the ship took them 
on the longer journey around Cape Horn instead of through the Straits of Magellan, which might 


LD 


4% 


have saved time, but was well known to be much more hazardous sailing. On April 7 the Mary 
Wilder passed "Statten Island," near Tierra del Fuego. 


The next day the log reports an encounter between the Mary Wilder and the barque, Maria, also 
out of Boston and bound for San Francisco: 


"At 6 p.m. passed Barque Maria from Boston bound to San Francisco. While Capt. Mulliken was 
speaking the Barque [sic], Mr. Aron C. Barker, president of the company broke in upon him & 
hailed the vessel in his place and enquired her name. Having received an answer from the 
Barque he turned round to Capt. Mulliken, cocked up his left eye and said takes me! don’t it? This 
broke off the conversation between the vessels." 


A little over a week later, on April 17, the Mary Wilder encountered another gold rush ship, the 
Sutton, which was seventy-seven days out of New York and bound for California, and on the next 
day they passed a whaleship. The weather was poor all through the passage around Cape Horn, 
and the log records "hail and snow" on April 13 and "sleet and snow" on the 21st. 


On May 15 the Mary Wilder dropped anchor at the port of Talcahuano, Chile, where she stayed 
for nearly two weeks, making repairs to sails and taking on cargo and supplies. The port was a 
busy one, and the log records the names of more than two dozen ships that passed through, 
most of them bound for San Francisco, but others heading for Canton or the whale grounds of the 
Pacific. On June 9, thirteen days out of Talcahuano, the Mary Wilder spotted the island of St. 
Ambrose (part of the Islas de los Desventurados) some twenty-five miles distant. A drawing of the 
island is tipped into the log at that day’s entry. On July 26, off the coast of San Diego, the ship 
overtook the Panama (one of the ships encountered at Talcahuano), which was out of New York 
and bound for San Francisco. Five days later the schooner, Henry Morgan, also out of New York 
and headed for San Francisco, was sighted. The Mary Wilder arrived in San Francisco on Aug. 9, 
191 days after leaving Boston. The log continues on until Sept. 3 describing the shipboard 
activities, including taking on and discharging cargo and painting the ship, and recording the 
weather in San Francisco, which was often windy and foggy. HOWE, ARGONAUTS OF ’49, 
p.199 and passim. Edward A. King, "List of Passenger Ships Arriving from March to December, 
1849" in Quarterly of the Society of California Pioneers, Vol. 1, no. 4 (1924), pp.35-45. 
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